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MARIACHI IMPLEMENTATION PROPOSAL
RATIONALE
It is the goal of the _____________ School District to implement a Mariachi Education Program
with the objective of providing students of various ethnicities with an exceptional educational
experience that would expand their cultural awareness and promote a lifelong appreciation for
music. The program would offer students, many of them from lower socioeconomic
backgrounds, a high-quality musical experience of a multigenerational tradition rooted in a
sound, sequential, standards-based curriculum. Additionally, students would develop sensitivity,
understanding, and respect for peoples from a broad spectrum of ethnic-cultural backgrounds.
Program Goals
• Students will gain an understanding of the historical development of mariachi music.
• Students will explore and experiment with different musical styles and techniques to further
their understanding of improvisation and musical interpretation.
• Students will gain confidence in their abilities as individual musicians and as members of a
group.
• Students will participate in high-quality musical experiences from an established musical
tradition.
• Students will gain an understanding of musical form.
• Students will gain and develop a lifelong appreciation of and interest in music.
• Students will develop critical thinking and problem solving skills, and a sense of personal
• responsibility as they increase their performance skills.
Objectives
• To develop an appreciation for musical form and its development
• To understand regional and historical variations of mariachi music
• To develop the ability to successfully demonstrate a variety of mariachi skills and techniques
using appropriate instruments
• To incorporate traditional rhythms used in mariachi music into musical performances
• To increase awareness of the literal and emotional content of music

www.musiceducationconsultants.net

BEGINNING MARIACHI
SAMPLE COURSE SCOPE AND GOALS
(HETEROGENEOUS APPROACH)
Course Scope:
This one-year course is designed for the student who is interested in learning to play a
mariachi instrument including violin, trumpet, guitar, vihuela and guitarron. It includes
the development of skills necessary to become independent as a musician. This course
concentrates on the development of note-reading skills, aural skills, singing skills,
rhythmic patterns, intonation, and tonality inherent to the mariachi genre. A progression
of fundamental and technical proficiency is expected.
Course Goals:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

To develop age-appropriate individual singing and playing skills leading to
independence as a mariachi musician.
To develop the singing and playing skills necessary to create an ensemble sound in
the basic mariachi styles.
To identify and respond appropriately to music notation.
To develop the ability to play with correct intonation.
To demonstrate an understanding of the form and structure of the basic mariachi
styles.
To demonstrate nuances inherent to the basic mariachi styles.
To demonstrate reasonable progression in fundamental and technical proficiency.
To develop skills to compose and arrange simple melodies and harmonies in one of
the basic mariachi styles.
To recognize the relationship between mariachi and ballet folklorico.
To recognize the relationship between simple mariachi styles and the historical
significance of their roots from the various states of Mexico.
To discriminate with regard to quality of performance and composition through the
demonstration of basic listening skills.
To prepare students for introductory mariachi performance experiences.
To develop attitudes enabling continued participation in musical experience
throughout life.

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND. . .

NATIONAL MARIACHI WORKSHOPS FOR EDUCATORS®
IN LAS VEGAS!
JUNE 23-27, 2014
GOLDEN NUGGET HOTEL AND CASINO
http://bit.ly/MariachiLV
WENGER-SPONSORED SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE!
www.musiceducationconsultants.net

Commentary: Mariachi

¡Mariachi!
By Ruben Newell

I

f you pull out a yearbook from the 1960s and look up the band section, what will you see? A
marching band, a concert band, small groups, and maybe a stage band? Take out a yearbook
from the 1980s and you will probably see the same thing, except the stage band has likely
changed its name to “jazz band.” What about your 2011-2012 yearbook? Still a marching band, a
concert band, and jazz band? That’s how the yearbooks look at Denison High School. The problem
is that while the students have changed dramatically in Denison over the last 50 years, the instrumental music program has been made of the same three major components: concert band, marching
band, jazz band. When the 2012-2013 yearbook comes out, something will have changed. There
will be marching band, concert band, jazz band, and mariachi.
What do you know about mariachi? Maybe
I should ask that in a different way: what do you
think you know about mariachi? If you are like I
was two years ago, you think you know what mariachi is. If you are also like I was two years ago, you
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are probably wrong. Over the last two years, I have
learned that I didn’t know anything about mariachi.
I learned that mariachi is a very passionate genre of
music. I learned that the musicians that make up
these mariachis are outstanding musicians with a
wealth of knowledge about theory and technique.
I learned that the top musicians in mariachi are almost all classically trained, and some hold degrees
in composition or performance from major schools
of music. I also learned that there was a population
of our student body with a cultural connection to
mariachi that I was not fully serving.
Denison, Iowa has changed considerably over the
last 20 years. If you look up the 2010 census, you
will find that Denison has a population of 8,300, and
was one of the few rural Iowa cities to grow in population from 2000. That growth is centered around
the 40 percent of our community that is of Hispanic decent. They are the families having more kids,
which is why our school district of 2,200 students is
57 percent Hispanic. Our high school is around 775
students, and about half are Hispanic.
I know that Denison’s story is similar to the story
of many towns in Iowa. The increasing diversity in

our student body is what makes our
school special, but also provides challenges when planning curriculum and
deciding what extra-curricular activities should be offered. When I first saw
the ethnic breakdown of our district,
the first thing I thought was, “Are we
engaging as much of our student body
as possible in music?” Thanks to a very
strong middle school band program,
directed by Patti Bekkerus, the instrumental music program in Denison
serves a large portion of our student
body. In fact, while the percentage of
Hispanic students has risen in Denison, the instrumental music program
involvement has not declined. It was
not a question of if we could involve
more students in music – rather could
we involve more students deeper in
music.

Discovery
In the fall of 2010, it came to my
attention that there were a growing
number of mariachi programs in the
southern and western United States.
The more I looked into them, the more
I wanted one here in Denison. For six
months, I looked up school districts
on-line and contacted directors from
around the country, but came to find
that there were no school mariachi
programs in Iowa. I knew I wanted to
start a mariachi at DHS, but without a
contact or colleague nearby to consult
with, the outlook looked grim. Then,
I received my 2011 Iowa Bandmasters Association Conference magazine.
There, staring me in the face, was a session on starting a mariachi program.
That day in May at IBA changed the
course of the instrumental music program in Denison. West Music, out of
Coralville, had brought in Marcia Neel
from Las Vegas to talk to us about what
mariachi is and where we could go to
get some training. That training was
in June in Las Vegas, and West Music,
along with Yamaha and Wenger, were
offering some financial assistance to
an Iowa director who wanted to start
a program at their school. I left the
clinic, found Patti and said, “We’re going to Vegas this summer.” We lined
up a meeting with our superintendent
as soon as we possibly could the next
week and I braced myself to tell our

boss that we wanted to go to Las
Vegas and learn how to start an
entirely new program at Denison.
Our superintendent, Michael
Pardun, was enthusiastic about
the idea. He committed to sending us to Vegas for a week and
buying the instruments we needed to get our mariachi program
started in the fall of 2011. We
had a meeting with our building
principals, and it was all given
a green light. Just like that, in
the span of a couple months, we
went from a dead end to a new
program.
Patti and I spent a week in Jocelyn Moran and Jessica Cantu sing “De Colores” at the
March, 2012 debut of Mariachi Picoso.
Las Vegas in late June, 2011,
meeting some outstanding music educators and learning how
rate classes, twice a week for 30 minto play new instruments (as well as a
utes. Out of the guitar class, we chose
much-needed refresher from our coltwo students who were excelling to
lege string methods class). We learned
make the switch to vihuela (a smaller,
about the history of mariachi and
five string guitar) and guitarron (the
worked with other band and orchestra
bass instrument of the mariachi). Evendirectors who were also trying to start
tually, the flutes and trumpets were
mariachi programs in their schools.
added to the guitar class.
During that week, our vision for a maSince we were using the eighthriachi program was clarified and we
grade band members for our first maristarted forming our plan for getting
achi, we did not need to start trumpets
our program off the ground. When we
or flutes. For the guitars and violins,
returned to Denison, we had another
we used the Simplemente Mariachi
meeting with our superintendent, and
beginner method. When the violins

“Some of the most rewarding educational experiences
I have had have come over the last two years as a part
of our mariachi program.”
the following week, all of our new instruments were ordered.

Implementation
In September, we decided to start
our first mariachi group with members
of the eighth-grade band. We took a
period to give the eighth-grade band a
presentation about mariachi, followed
by a short survey from each student
concerning their interest in being in
this type of ensemble. We had to limit
the number of students based on the
number of instruments we had. By the
middle of September, violin and guitar
lessons had started. For a few months,
the violins and guitars learned in sepa-

reached lesson 16, they had the tools to
play though the first full arrangement,
“De Colores.” At that point the entire
mariachi was put together to start rehearsing for our first performance. The
group rehearsed twice a week for 30
minutes.
By winter break, Denison Middle
School had its first mariachi, and they
had a name: Mariachi Picoso. The students picked it out themselves, because
“picoso” means spicy, and they thought
they were pretty spicy. Their debut performance was in late March, and Mariachi Picoso performed three songs. One
of them featured a member’s father as
a vocalist. The performance went well,
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Mariachi Picoso (March, 2012).

and it was well received by the community.
That first performance brought us
some attention, including from a journalist in Des Moines, who came out to
DMS to interview us and a few students.
The result was an article in numerous
papers across Iowa about what appeared to be Iowa’s first school mariachi
program. Thanks to that coverage, we
spent the rest of the 2011-2012 school
year learning three more songs out of
the Libro Acompanante book series in
preparation for two performances in Des
Moines that June at educator conferences. Later in June, Patti and I returned to
Las Vegas to get level two training and
brought back plans for expansion of our
mariachi program into the high school.

NATIONAL MARIACHI WORKSHOPS
Get the Most
Your Tenor Sax
FOR from
EDUCATORS
GOLDEN NUGGET HOTEL & CASINO
LAS VEGAS, NV
JUNE 23-27, 2014

Today

© BRUCE LANGTON

COURSE INFORMATION
Three Levels of Instruction Available:
Mariachi Pedagogy: Beginning Song Styles
Mariachi Pedagogy: Intermediate Song Styles*
Mariachi Pedagogy: Advanced Song Styles*
$42* SPECIAL ROOM RATE
Additional Hotel Information at: http://bit.ly/GoldenNuggetMariachi
Call 1-800-634-3454 to Book Rooms
Must Mention National Mariachi Workshops for Educators
to Secure this SPECIAL RATE!
Includes $250 Resort Discounts Book
*Excludes Tax and $5 Daily Destination Fee

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Be among the first twenty (20) to sign up for the Beginning Song Styles Course
to receive a $100 Scholarship from Wenger Corporation!

REGISTRATION
INFORMATION
Make the music your
own
Forms
with RGRegistration
by Otto link. Want
to will be Posted at http://bit.lyMariachiLV
Download
andmellow
Complete
the Form and Submit via FAX at 312.225.5211 or
create soft and
sound,

Register
or maybe you want bright
andby Phone at 312.788.1133
edgy? RG’s uniquely designed
parabolic chamber offers
it
GENERAL
INFORMATION
all. Available in a choice of http://bit.ly/MariachiLV
tip
openings and
three finishes:
Subscribe
to the Mariachi Workshops E-News at:
hard rubber,www.musicedconsultants.net/mariachiworkshops
satin stainlesssteel, or special order in gold

702.361.3553

plating. The RG by Otto Link,
marcia@musicedconsultants.net
jjbabbitt.com
another jj Babbitt exclusive.

SPONSORS
MOUTHPIECES
FOR ALL CLARINETS AND
West Music Wenger
Corporation
CenturyLink Yamaha Corporation

Visit jjbabbitt.com
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SAXOPHONES

Today, as I write this, Denison Community Schools has two mariachis –
one at the middle school and one at
the high school. It involves about 50
students: a number that is limited by
the number of instruments the school
owns. The school has purchased three
vihuelas, two guitarrones, fifteen guitars, and fifteen violins. We also have
trumpet and flute players in both
groups, as well as a few violin and
guitar players who own their own instruments. Our middle school group
is made up of a new batch of eighthgrade band members, and have just
started violin and guitar classes. Our
high school group, which is primarily
made up of our first group of eighthgraders from last year, has chosen a
name: Mariachi Reyes del Oeste (“kings
of the west”). Since our school mascot
is the monarchs and we are in western
Iowa, the name seemed to fit! Mariachi
Reyes del Oeste just finished presenting at the IMEA (Iowa Music Educator Association) conference this past
November, thanks to Robin Walenta
at West Music and Marcia Neel from
Music Ed Consultants in Las Vegas.
They had the chance to perform with
Maestro Jose Hernandez, who is one
of the most well-known mariachi leaders/musicians/composers/arrangers in
the world. Maestro Hernandez also
worked with the mariachi students –
an emotional, musical experience that
those students will never forget.

As you look at your band program
in your school, ask yourself if you are
reaching the students with the same
three major components that have been
around for generations. If you are, then
great, but maybe there’s something else
out there that could enhance the music education of your students. Maybe
a mariachi program doesn’t fit your
school’s population. Is there something
else that would fit better? For Denison,
it was mariachi, and I know there are
directors out there reading this that
think a mariachi program would fit into
their school, too. If so, give Patti or I a
call and we will tell you all about how
we got the courage to follow through
with this program, and you can, too. In
spring of 2011, when Marcia Neel told
me to stop worrying about it and just
do it, she said that it would be a great
addition to the band program and that
it would be well-received by everyone.
She was right.
If you can’t tell, I am excited about our
mariachi program. Some of the most rewarding educational experiences I have
had have come over the last two years as
a part of our mariachi program. Is it scary
starting something new? Yes – but it is so
rewarding. Have I questioned if we were
doing the right thing? At the beginning I
did, but I clearly remember the day when
those doubts were put to rest. Right after we got the first group together for the
first time after sectional rehearsals, I had
them get out a piece called “Duermense.”
About two measures into the song, one
of the violin players stopped, perked up
and said, “My mom used to sing this to
me at bed time.” At that moment, I knew
we had something special – we had
found a way to connect our instrumental music program more intimately with
a large part of our student body. We had
made a personal connection with them
through music. In the end, that’s what really matters.

Patti Bekkerus and Ruben Newell are the band
directors for Denison Community Schools. Mr. Newell is in his 13th year teaching instrumental music,
including 4 years in Denison. His current teaching duties include the Denison High School Concert Band, two jazz bands, pep band, the Monarch
Marching Band, mariachi, and all 9-12 lessons. He
is currently the webmaster of the Southwest Iowa
Bandmasters Association.
Mrs. Bekkerus has been teaching instrumental
music for 26 years, including 19 years in Denison.
Her current teaching duties include 6th grade band,
7th grade band, 8th grade band, DMS Jazz Band,
Middle School Marching Band, mariachi and 6-8 lessons. She is currently the middle school honor band

chair for southwest Iowa, as well as Past-President of
the Southwest Iowa Bandmasters Association.
Visit Denison’s mariachi program online at www.
MonarchBand.org, and on Facebook: www.facebook.
com/mariachiReyesDelOeste/.

A version of this article first appeared in the Fall 2013 edition of The
Iowa Bandmaster, Vol. 71, No. 2.

Natalie - Future band director

Honor, tradition, integrity, and
quality; these are the foundation of La

Find us at Midwest!
Booth #329!

Tradición Music. From our authentic
instruments and innovative accessories
to our expert consulting services, La
Tradición Music can provide you with
the tools you need to go from starting
your first Latin music ensemble to
creating new curriculum standards.

Contact us to find out how we
can help you bring Latin music
and Mariachi into your classroom!
1-855-826-4682
info@latradicionmusic.com
www.latradicionmusic.com

Ruben Newell, Eric Ramirez, and Patti Bekkerus.
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MARIACHI PROGRAM BASICS
Items Referenced Below are Available through La Tradición Music—a Division of West Music
Instruments: You may already have many of these (see page 6 of handout for photos).
• Classical Guitars – Approximately $99 each
• Vihuelas – Approximately $399 - $649 each
• Guitarrones – Approximately $480 - $1,045 each
• Violins – Approximately $250.00 - $ 700.00 each
• Trumpets* – Approximately $500.00- $1,500.00 each
*Jose Hernandez performs exclusively on the Bach Stradivarius LR19043B
Miscellaneous Equipment:
• Assorted Wenger storage racks configured for mariachi instruments
Method Books: This set of books works well in either homogeneous or heterogeneous settings.
• ¡Simplemente Mariachi! is a standards-based, assessment driven curriculum. It includes
accompaniment CDs for students and the Director’s Edition contains an extra CD with
printable lesson plans. Priced from $9.95 (Part Books) to $29.95 (Director Book)
Published by Northeastern Music Publications.
Music:
• Libro Acompañante Músical is a collection of ten (10) beginning mariachi songs that go
along with the ¡Simplemente Mariachi! Method Series. Priced from $6 (Part Books) to $16
(Director Book)
Published by Northeastern Music Publications.
Music: Hal Leonard Mariachi Series
• Cielito Lindo** (Beginning Arrangement by Jose Hernandez) HL 04003367
• Marieta* (Beginning Arrangement by Jose Hernandez) HL 04003369
• Por Un Amor** (Beginning Arrangement by Jose Hernandez) HL 04003363
• Me He De Comer Esa Túna** (Beginning Arrangement by Jose Hernandez) HL 04003365
• El Son De La Negra (Int/Advanced Arrangement by Jose Hernandez) HL 04003365
* Instrumental recording provided at halleonard.com
**Instrumental recordings plus age-appropriate vocal recordings provided at halleonard.com
Music: Northeastern Music Publications
• Las Ciudades (Beginning Arrangement by Jose Hernandez) Northeastern Music
• El Rey De La Huasteca (Advanced Arrangement by Jose Hernandez) Northeastern Music
Recordings: These recordings by Mariachi Sol de Mexico will help students learn the nuances of
the various mariachi styles more quickly.
• Corazon Buenas Noches
• La Música
• Mariachi Pride and Passion
• Mariachi Sol de Mexico – 25 Aniversario
• Sentimiento Ranchero

Professional Development: Learn to teach Mariachi in one week plus get tips on how to recruit
for the program, how to get partners to assist in funding the program, and how to implement the
curriculum in a variety of settings. Standards-based teaching materials, 10-12 musical
arrangements of assorted levels and a large variety of classroom teaching aids are also provided
in hard copy as well as via flash drive. Wenger Corporation provides scholarships in the
amount of $100 each to the first 20 who register for the Beginning Mariachi Course.
National Mariachi Workshops for Educators®
June 23-27, 2014 in Las Vegas, NV at the Golden Nugget Hotel
Cost: $325 Registration plus $125 Conference Facilities Fee (Includes Lunch) = $450
3 Graduate Credits are available through VanderCook College of Music
musicedconsultants.net/mariachiworkshops
Important Contact Information: Many organizations are available to help you succeed!
Marcia Neel Email: marcia@musicedconsultants.net
Marcia Neel on Twitter: @MusicEdConsult
Jose Hernandez on Twitter: @JoseSoldeMexico
La Tradición Music—a Division of West Music: latradicionmusic.com
Hal Leonard: halleonard.com
Jose Hernandez’ Mariachi Nationals: mariachinationals.com
National Mariachi Workshops for Educators®

National Mariachi Workshops for Educators®
Golden Nugget Hotel & Casino

9 Las Vegas, NV 9 June 23 - 27, 2014

COURSE INFORMATION
Three Levels of Instruction Available
Mariachi Pedagogy: Beginning Song Styles
Mariachi Pedagogy: Intermediate Song Styles*
Mariachi Pedagogy: Advanced Song Styles*
*Mariachi Harp Class also available to all participants in these levels
$42* SPECIAL ROOM RATE AT THE GOLDEN NUGGET HOTEL & CASINO IN DOWNTOWN LAS VEGAS
Additional Hotel Information at: http://bit.ly/GoldenNuggetMariachi
Call 1-800-634-3454 to Book Rooms. Rate expires May 30, 2014.
Must mention National Mariachi Workshops for Educators® to secure this special rate.
*Excludes 13% Tax and $5 Daily Destination Fee. Includes Lunch Daily plus $250 Resort Discounts Book
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Be among the first twenty (20) to sign up for the Beginning Mariachi Song Styles Course and receive a $100 Scholarship from The Wenger Corporation
REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Download and Complete the Registration Form posted at http://bit.ly/MariachiLV and submit via Fax to 312.225.5211 or
Register by Phone: 312.788.1133
GENERAL INFORMATION
http://bit.ly/MariachiLV
Subscribe to the Mariachi Workshops E-News: www.musicedconsultants.net/mariachiworkshops

For Additional Information, Contact:
marcia@musicedconsultants.net
Music Education Consultants, Inc.
2564 Farmington Avenue 9 Las Vegas, NV 89120 9 p. 702.361.3553 9 f. 702-492.0318

www.vandercook.edu

MARIACHI WORKSHOP: A RETROSPECTIVE
June 23-27, 2014
Golden Nugget Hotel and Casino,
Las Vegas, NV

Earn graduate credit through VanderCook
College of Music by attending the 2014
Mariachi Workshop.

Special room rates start at $42/night
$250 Resorts Discount Book included

Each of the three (3) mariachi courses will
focus on the development of pedagogical
strategies to assist educators in teaching
mariachi at a variety of levels. Each course
will concentrate on the development of playing
skills on secondary and tertiary instruments.
Maestro José Hernández will return this year
and include sessions on the development of
mariachi vocal skills at all levels. More specific
information is below.

http://www.goldennugget.com/specials/
eblasts/GSMARIA.html

3 graduate credits
Tuition: $900, due in full with registration.
Non-credit option: $375, due in full with registration.

MARCIA NEEL, JOSÉ HERNÁNDEZ,
GUILLERMO ACUNA, FELIPE DIAZ, ROBERT
LOPEZ, ERIK RAMIREZ and DANIEL VALDEZ.
INSTRUCTORS:

Wenger Corporation is providing scholarships
in the amount of $100 for the first twenty (20)
who register for Mariachi Pedagogy: Beginning
Song Styles with VanderCook College of Music.

REGISTRATION CLOSES JUNE 23, 2014
at 12:00 p.m. CST
By phone: 312.788.1133
By fax:

312.225.5211

Online:

www.vandercook.edu

By mail:

Completed registration form to:
VanderCook College of Music
MECA Summer Registration
3140 S. Federal Street
Chicago, IL 60616

Students must have a degree in music or
music education to earn credit. Exceptions
must be approved by the Director of
Professional and Continuing Education.
For more information, visit:
www.musiceducationconsultants.net/
mariachiworkshops.

MARIACHI PEDAGOGY: BEGINNING SONG STYLES
Expand enrollment and provide additional
opportunities for music-making in your music
program by offering mariachi at your school.
Participants will have the opportunity to learn
to play the guitarrón, vihuela and mariachi
guitar in authentic style through study and
playing of the ranchera valseada (3/4), ranchera lenta (4/4), bolero (4/4) and polka (2/4)
song styles. In addition, sample materials will
be provided that may be used in presenting
concepts to district administrators, principals, parents and fellow educators. Resources
include curriculum documents, beginning level
musical arrangements for the various mariachi
song forms, recordings, historical material and
information on procuring instruments, uniforms, and clinicians. Emphasis will be placed
on ensemble playing and singing in order to
apply the learned stylistic skills. Participants
will leave with newly acquired skills and
materials so that a mariachi program can be
successfully introduced into their school’s
comprehensive music program. Teachers will
also extend their network to include professional mariachi resource consultants who will
be available to assist as the subsequent school
year progresses.

MARIACHI PEDAGOGY:
INTERMEDIATE SONG STYLES
Participants will have the opportunity to
enhance their playing skills on guitarrón,
vihuela, and mariachi guitar in authentic style
through study of intermediate-level playing
techniques and song styles including, but
not limited to, bolero moruno (4/4), a variety of sones, basic joropo (3/4), jarabe (6/8)
and cumbia (4/4). Participants should have
already completed Mariachi I or have previous

experience teaching or playing mariachi. The
musical and curricular material presented will
be appropriate for using with students who
are moving into their second year of mariachi
study. Emphasis will be placed on ensemble
playing and singing with opportunities for
attendees to study each of the secondary
instruments to assist with the development of
individual playing skills.

MARIACHI PEDAGOGY: ADVANCED SONG STYLES
Participants will have the opportunity to
advance their playing skills on guitarrón,
vihuela, and mariachi guitar in authentic style
through study and playing of the more complex
playing techniques and song styles including, but not limited to, advanced joropo (3/4),
son jarocho (3/4) and huapango (3/4, 6/8).
Participants will be provided with an array of
musical material representative of the more
advanced song styles as well as advanced
curricular materials that are appropriate for
students/ensembles moving into their third
year of study. Emphasis will be placed on
ensemble singing and playing with opportunities for attendees to study each of the secondary instruments to assist with the development
of individual playing skills.

INTRODUCTORY HARP CLASS — FREE TO
INTERMEDIATE AND ADVANCED ENROLLEES!
Introductory Group Harp Classes are available
for those who enroll in the Intermediate or
Advanced Song Styles courses. Participation
for this free two-hour course is limited so sign
up early!

WHAT TO BRING:
Those with band background are asked to
bring a trumpet to the workshop; those
with string background are asked to bring a
violin. Guitar teachers may choose to bring
their own instrument, however a number of
guitars will be available. All mariachi instruments and some trumpets and violins will
be available for sale on site.

facebook.com/VanderCookCollege
@VanderCookMECA
#SummerMECA14
#TeachMusic
vandercook.edu

VANDERCOOK 2014 MARIACHI WORKSHOP: A RETROSPECTIVE
COURSE REGISTRATION FORM
NAME (FIRST, MIDDLE INITIAL, LAST)

SS#

HOME ADDRESS

CITY

STATE

HOME PHONE

WORK PHONE

ZIP
BIRTHDATE

SCHOOL NAME

SCHOOL ADDRESS

MAJOR INSTRUMENT OR VOICE
E-MAIL ADDRESS

Have you earned credit through VanderCook before? (check one)
If YES, please check any boxes that apply:
BMEd Program
MMEd Program

SAVE TIME: REGISTER ONLINE!

WWW.VANDERCOOK.EDU

If NO, please complete the following:
DEGREE OF MAJOR(S)

Yes

No

MECA Continuing Education Program

ALL DEGREES EARNED
NAME(S) OF GRADUATING COLLEGE(S)

A degree in music or music education is required. Any exceptions must be approved by the Director of Professional and Continuing Education.

ENROLLMENT
I wish to enroll in the following course (check one):

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Beginning
Mariachi

7214 A – graduate credit tuition: $900
7214 B – non-credit fee: $325

Intermediate
Mariachi

7224 A – graduate credit tuition: $900
7224 B – non-credit fee: $325
OPTIONAL – introductory harp class *

Advanced
Mariachi

7234 A – graduate credit tuition: $900
7234 B – non-credit fee: $325
OPTIONAL – introductory harp class *

Tuition/Fee _________________________________
Wenger Scholarship__________________________
Total________________________

* Free to enrollees of the Intermediate and Advanced courses; as space is limited, please register early if you wish to attend.

Conference Facilities Fee: $125 (includes daily lunch) required for all enrollees

METHOD OF PAYMENT
Check or Money Order payable to VanderCook College of Music (mailed registrations only)
CHECK #

Please reference "MECA Summer Registration" on your check.

Visa, Discover or MasterCard (circle one)
CREDIT CARD NUMBER

EXP DATE

CCV

The entire course tuition will be charged at the time of registration.
SIGNATURE

ABOUT VANDERCOOK: Founded in 1909,
VanderCook College of Music is the only independent
college in the country dedicated exclusively to music
education. VanderCook offers undergraduate and graduate
degree programs, including a summer master of music
education program and continuing education courses. To
learn more, visit www.vandercook.edu.

DATE

CANCELLATIONS: Refunds of tuition, less a
non-refundable $75 processing fee, may be requested up
to 12:00 p.m. CST on the Friday prior to the beginning of
the course. VanderCook reserves the right to cancel any
course due to insufficient enrollment, in which case all
deposits will be refunded.

ACCREDITATION: VanderCook College of Music is
an independent, not-for-profit, degree-granting institution,
fully accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the
North Central Association of Colleges and Schools and the
National Association of Schools of Music. VanderCook’s
teacher certification programs are approved by the Illinois
State Board of Education. Graduate credit earned in the
MECA program can be applied toward a master’s degree
at VanderCook College of Music.

Why Come to Las Vegas?
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2. Clark County School District Mariachi Education Program
Las Vegas, Nevada
Standard
Curriculum and
Scheduling
Staffing
Materials/Equipment
Facilities
Total Accumulative

Lacking
4.3%

Meets
4.3%

Exceeds
91.6%

20%
0%
0%
6.1%

.6%
9%
0%
3.4%

73.3%
90.9%
100%
88.9%

Curriculum and Scheduling
Strengths
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The curriculum is based on content and achievement standards of the state of
Nevada.
The curriculum accommodates K-12 sequential mariachi instruction.
The program includes 6 middle schools, 4 high schools and one fine arts school.
The program is approved and funded by the Clark County School District and
Board of Supervisors.
The program hosts strings and guitar programs at the elementary levels.
By next school year the program will host over1, 800 students.
Each school site teaches 6 instructional periods of mariachi per day.
Each school accommodates special education and students with disabilities
through an IEP or Individualized Education Program.
One site, The Las Vegas Academy, accommodates exceptional students in the
fine arts.
The program is dedicated to recognizing an embracing diversity.

Weaknesses
•

The only possible challenge with the program is trying to keep up with the
recruitment of new teachers due to the fast growth of the program itself.

Staffing
Strengths
•
•
•

If the teachers in this program are not certified by the state, they must complete a
Business in Industry Vocational Certification program along with attending ongoing professional development.
Javier Trujillo is the full-time positioned project coordinator who oversees the
program and provides leadership to the team of teachers.
All teachers are allowed prep periods, lunch and travel time in their normal
workday.
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•
•

Teachers are allowed 4 paid days of in-service education and 2 paid days to attend
educational conferences such as The American String Conference, MENC
National Conference, Las Cruces International Mariachi Conference.
The Clark County District and the Mariachi Task Force has successfully
organized an annual mariachi conference in its third year.

Weaknesses
•
•

One possible concern is the absence of the state certified teacher in the classroom.
Although, if project teachers are learning pedagogy from vocational training, this
could be a valued option.
The average teacher to student ratio is 1:35. However, the program is always
increasing the number of faculty.

Materials and Equipment
Strengths
•

•
•
•

The Clark County School District as well as each school site supplies over and
beyond, the budget for materials and equipment including discographies, videos,
Music scores, computers, music software, multimedia equipment, video cameras
and printers.
All schools at all sites receive equal budget from the District.
A full set of mariachi instruments is automatically budgeted for each site at the
start of each school year.
BER, Beyond Economical Repair program replaces instruments if needed.

Weaknesses
•

There are no flaws in the area of Materials and Equipment.

Facilities
Strengths
•
•
•

The support for education of the arts is strong in Clark County District.
Most of the facilities are state of the art.
The program scored 100% in the area of Facilities.

Weaknesses
•

The only challenge of the program is trying to accommodate its rapid growth.

