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I.  Introduction/Overview of clinic  
 
II. Dealing with large/school-owned instruments 

A. Storage solutions  
B. Care/maintenance solutions for school-owned instruments and mallets 
C. Organizing/Developing practice habits for instruments that DO NOT leave campus  

III. Methods for proper section set-up/arrangement 

A. Where should stationary instruments be placed?  When should they rearrange?   
B. Consider demands on percussion section when developing rehearsal schedule. 

 

IV. Dealing with the “parts” 

A. Methods for organized/thoughtful part assignments   
B. Traditional notation practices vs. contemporary notation practices 
C. Movement through the percussion section  

 
V. What to do during winds’ warm-up/fundamentals time  

VI. Tips on developing a MUSICAL percussion section  

A. Repertoire selection 
B. Teaching your students to search for the RIGHT sound for each musical moment. 
C. Benchmarks to ensure percussionists are developing appropriately/holistically 
D. other performance opportunities: percussion ensemble, indoor drumline, steel drum band, etc. 

VIII. Questions and Answers 

	
	
	



										

	
	

 

Traditional Percussion Section Setup  

 
Conductor 

Timpani 
Bass Drum Cr. Cym Snare Drums(s) 

Sus Cym 

Aux 
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Xylo 

Marimba 

Chimes 

 

Contemporary (Pod) Percussion Section Setup  

 
Conductor 

Timpani 

Pod 1 
Pod 2 

Pod 3 

Pod 4 
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Reedy Percussion Cluster  
Reedy Percussion Cluster  

Sticks and Mallets Requirements 
 

Required Sticks/Mallets and Accessories 
 

Please realize that this is a building process, we want to create a set of 
mallets that will cover all their needs. After this list is completed, it is 

recommended that you continue to add to it as you wish.  
If you are unsure of what you should get next, just ask. 

 

6th grade (make sure you keep all of the sticks and mallets when you go to 7th grade) 
 

• Practice Marimba w/ Stand (From Music Store) 
• Offworld Percussion 12” Outlander practice Pad w/Rim 
• PDP 700 series Snare Stand 
• IP (FP-2) Fundamental Intermediate Stick and Mallet Pack or 

IP-LD Lalo Davila Snare Sticks, IP-F2 Hard Yarn Marimba Mallets,  
IP GT-3 Medium Timpani Mallets, IP-F9 Xylophone Mallets 

• Simple Steps to Successful Beginning Percussion  
by Kennan Wylie 

• Wire music stand 
• Metronome (you must have one, if you don’t already own one, 

purchase one) 
 

7th grade (in addition to the 6th grade materials) 
 

• 1 Large (larger than 6th grade) Stick Bag   
   IP MB1 or MB3 preferred, but others are ok  

• 1 pr. of Mallets for Xylophone 
   IP-902 

• 2 pr. of Med. Hard Yarn Marimba Mallets 
   IP-3106B 

• 1 pr. of Hard (Staccato) Timpani Mallets 
   IP GT-4 

• 2 pr. of “Trash” Sticks 
These can be any pair of concert/drum set sticks 

• 1 Master Key Pitch Pipe  
must get at Music Store/Lone Star 

• 1 small Black Towel for music stand (very important)  
 

8th grade (in addition to the 6th and 7th grade materials) 
 

• 1 pr. of General Timpani Mallets 
   IP GT-2  

• 2 pr. of Med. Hard Vibraphone Mallets 
IP RS-301 or IP AA-30 

• 1 pr. of Concert Snare Sticks 
IP CL-1 

• 1 pr. of Marching Percussion Snare Sticks 
FS-PR 

 
 

High School (in addition to the Middle School materials) 
 

• 2 pr. of Med. Soft Yarn Keyboard Mallets  
   IP-3105B  

• 1 pr. of Ultra Staccato Timpani Mallets 
IP GT-5 

• 1 pr. Concert Snare Sticks 
IP CL-3L 

• 1 pr. of Multi Percussion Sticks (swizzles) 
IP-1M 

• 1pr. of Brushes 
IP BR-2 
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Reedy Percussion Cluster 
Sticks and Mallets Requirements 

As many of you know, this is a lot of sticks and mallets, and therefore 
quite expensive. Therefore, we have developed an “add on” system of 
purchasing sticks and mallets.  

A beginner clarinet costs $1100, and most students eventually update 
their beginner instrument to a more expensive one.  FISD does not furnish 
sticks and mallets, only the percussion instruments. Therefore, it is 
necessary for you to be completely prepared for any part of any piece.  

Yes, you might have to buy more mallets depending on the specific part 
assignment you receive. When you perform a percussion solo, or a part in a 
percussion ensemble, you want many varieties to use because of the room 
you are playing in and the dynamics of the piece. 

Also, you should not borrow or take sticks and mallets from someone 
else. (a trumpet player would not borrow their neighbor's instrument or 
mouthpiece) 

Every percussionist needs a black towel.  the towel goes on a music stand 
to prevent extraneous noise during rehearsals, concerts, and to keep 
sticks and mallets from falling on the ground. 

Many of the sticks and mallets listed as requirements above are included 
in the basic package from your 6th Grade Beginner Kit, (such as the drum 
pad, and stand). It is recommended that the student retain (or replace) all 
of the sticks/mallets from each previous year.  this way your child will 
build and maintain a supply of quality sticks and mallets that will serve 
them all the way through high school. 

Full time percussion students should expect to have their personal 
stick/mallet bag periodically evaluated by the Band Staff in much the same 
way that woodwind and brass students have their instruments regularly 
checked for cleanliness and good working condition. Inspection grades 
will be assigned accordingly. 

If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. Mr. Baldwin can 
be reached most easily by email at:  baldwins@friscoisd.org  



Things	to	have	at	the	ready:	
	

• Drumheads		
• Keep	a	spreadsheet	of	drum	sizes	

• 1	set	of	keyboard	string	for	every	keyboard		
• Triangle	clip	wire/string	
• Supply	of	cymbal	stand	felts,	washers,	etc.	
• Tubing	for	cymbal	stand	sleeves	
• Large	T-key	drum	key	

• with	large/obnoxious	lanyard	
• Timpani	tuning	key	

	
	
Please	feel	free	to	reach	out	with	any	questions:	
	
Scott	Baldwin	baldwins@friscoisd.org	
Chip	Birkner	 chipbirk@ufl.edu	
	
	




