
Practice projects
inspire practice
through performance

Challenge students to
reflect on the
experience

Incorporate leadership
opportunities for all
ages and abilities

Redefining STUDENT PRACTICECandi Granlund
Band Director

Zionsville West Middle
School 

cgranlund@zcs.k12.in.us



Encourage
students to ask
non-music faculty
members about
their own band
experience

Limit one
experience per
student to
encourage variety




Allow students to
create their own
project (with
approval)

Create your own
experience could
include auditioning
for an honor band, 
 performing at a
community event,
or something you
can't even imagine! 

By providing
choice in
projects,

students are able
to craft their own

curriculum



Utilize a tracking system for
each student

Spread projects out over a
period of several weeks

Establish deadlines for each
project as well as the final
project due date

Create an optional
recognition for students who
complete more than the
required projects

Managing PRACTICE PROJECTS



“My favorite memory is whenI got to do the differentbelts because I got to go atmy own pace.  I realized Icould learn new songs justby practicing them!”

Motivate students to
move ahead and discover
songs at their own pace

Colored zip ties on a
shower curtain
hook=motivation!

You create the list-could
be scales, etudes, you
decide!

Create progress displays
in your classroom to
honor progress

Create ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS


