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Fostering GROWTH in individual learners will result in 
Ensemble GROWTH 



TODAY’S TAKEAWAYS

• Why should we focus on Assessment?

• What is Assessment for Learning?

• What is NOT Assessment for Learning?

• What are some key strategies for implementing 

Assessment for Learning in Band and Orchestra?

• How does Assessment for Learning foster growth?



HOW WERE YOU ASSESSED IN BAND, ORCHESTRA OR CHOIR?



WHY ARE WE TALKING ABOUT ASSESSMENT IN 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC?



TYPES OF ASSESSMENT 
• Diagnostic Assessment: establishes a baseline

• Formative Assessment: guides the learning process

• Summative Assessment: measures and reports what is learned

Assessments can be:

• Formal: quiz, audition, portfolio review, produces evidence of 

learning

• Informal: takes place within the context of instruction and gives 

students timely feedback


Are we implementing balanced assessment strategies in 
our classrooms?



•Assessment without feedback


•Assessment administered simply because it 
is easy to measure


•Assessment that is not authentic (does not 
demonstrate meaningful application)


WHAT IS NOT ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING? 





WHAT IS ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING? 

Assessment for learning (AFL) is an approach to 
teaching and learning that creates immediate feedback 
which is then used to improve students’ performance.  


AFL helps students become more involved in the 
learning process and from this gain confidence in what 
they are expected to learn.




I’M NOT JUDGMENTAL 

I JUST HAVE EXCELLENT ASSESSMENT SKILLS



ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING 

SHOULD BE VIEWED AS A PROCESS 


RATHER THAN A TOOL 



 ASSESSMENT

FOR LEARNING 

STRATEGIES 

IN


BAND AND ORCHESTRA



ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING

FIVE KEY STRATEGIES
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THE COMPOSITION RECITAL IS AN 
AUTHENTIC MEASURE OF SUCCESS



Self 

Assessment




WHAT TO STUDENTS NEED TO BE ABLE 
TO SELF-ASSESS?

• A model or example of quality work


• A rubric or checklist that defines success


• Assessment practice


WHEN STUDENTS CAN SELF-ASSESS, THEY 
TRULY OWN THE LEARNING



              


CONCERT SELF REFLECTION IS 

ASSESSMENT AS LEARNING 



FEEDBACK

 IS THE KEY ELEMENT OF ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING 



Feedback




www.musictheory.net/exercises/note              therhythmtrainer.com


TECHNOLOGY TOOLS

 THAT GIVE IMMEDIATE FEEDBACK    

https://www.musictheory.net/exercises/note
http://therhythmtrainer.com


NOTETRAINER    

https://www.musictheory.net/exercises/note

https://www.musictheory.net/exercises/note


OUR DISTRICT IS CURRENTLY PILOTING 
SOUNDCHECK AS A WAY FOR STUDENTS TO 

GET IMMEDIATE FEEDBACK ON THEIR 
LEARNING




TECHNOLOGY CAN HELP US LEARN, BUT IT CAN 
ONLY GO SO FAR….

COMPLEX LEARNING REQUIRES QUALITY 
FEEDBACK



Peer 

Assessment




 HOW DOES ASSESSMENT FOR 
LEARNING FOSTER GROWTH?



WHAT IS 
MEASURED 

IS 
TREASURED


HOW DO WE 
MEASURE 
SUCCESS?



ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS INTERACTIVE IS THE 
TOOL WE USE TO IMPLEMENT ASSESSMENT 

FOR LEARNING



IMPLEMENTING A SYSTEM OF ASSESSMENT 
FOR LEARNING THROUGH A LEARNING 

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM


YOUR LEARNING PLATFORM SHOULD 
COMMUNICATE:

 
• CLEAR LEARNING EXPECTATIONS AND PROGRESSIONS 

OF LEARNING

• CUSTOMIZED RUBRICS FOR SELF ASSESSMENT

• PROVIDE A CHANNEL FOR TEACHER AND OR PEER 

FEEDBACK

• BUILD CLEAR EVIDENCE OF LEARNING THROUGH A 

PORTFOLIO



WITH ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS INTERACTIVE, STUDENTS SELF-
ASSESS, GET FEEDBACK AND BUILD A PORTFOLIO FOR 

SUMMATIVE MEASURE OF GROWTH



THIS PROVIDES ALL STUDENTS THE OPPORTUNITY TO SUCCEED


OUR SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT FOCUSES 
ON GROWTH WITHIN THE GRADING PERIOD





• Is active and learner centered

• Provides immediate, or near immediate feedback 

from the teacher, technology, peer assessment or 
self assessment


• Creates evidence of learning that informs instruction

• Informs students where they are in their learning and 

shows them where to go next


ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING:



ASSESSMENT 
FOR 

LEARNING


 BUILDS

 EMPOWERED 

AND  
INDEPENDENT  

LEARNERS 


AND


 FOSTERS 
GROWTH



Choose one assessment 

or idea from today’s 
presentation to 

think about, 

discuss with a colleague, 

or try in your classroom

NEXT STEPS:



• Review your current assessment tools; could they be more learner 
centered, and do they give immediate or near immediate feedback?


• Explore technologies that give students feedback on their learning

• Establish a portfolio of learning for students that gives evidence of 

growth over time

• Provide opportunities for students to self-assess, peer assess and set their 

own goals for growth

•  Create multiple opportunities for students to get individual feedback on 

a target or standard during a grading period                                                             
(teacher feedback, technology feedback, peer assessment or self 
assessment)


SOME THINGS TO TRY:



TONAWANDA FIFTH GRADE BAND 

 WISCONSIN STATE CAPITOL BUILDING MARCH 2018



RESOURCES:

• Getting Started with Assessment for Learning: shorturl.at/auJZ8




What questions do you have?

I welcome your feedback: littlet@elmbrookschools.org

mailto:littlet@elmbrookschools.org
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