
 

 

Continuing the Conversation 

 

 

 

In recent years, a significant conflict has grown 

between researchers engaged in the philosophy of 

music education and wind band communities. 

Critics have launched wide-ranging criticisms of the 

practice and pedagogy of the large ensemble within 

the music curriculum. Polarizing language has 

opened a deepening schism between philosophers 

of music education and practicing band directors 

within the academy, with the potential for 

significant long-term disruption to traditional 

collaboration in the preparation and support of 

future music educators. 

The purpose of the panel discussion is to further 

the conversation begun in The Future of the Wind 

Band: Philosopher and Practitioner in Dialogue (GIA 

Publications, 2021). Our aim is in fostering 

discussion regarding critical discussions for our 

profession between philosophers of music 

education and practicing band directors. The 

published volume precipitating this discussion is 

not meant to be an end in itself but rather a 

springboard for us to engage in continued 

productive dialogue in order to strengthen our 

profession. 
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