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Goals of our Discussion:

1. Discuss “crucial” percussion 
instruments in band and orchestra 
repertoire: Timpani, BD, Cymbals, 
Triangle, Tambourine, and SD.

2. Discuss essential techniques to be a 
professional player.

3. Discover the "something extra" to use 
with each of these six instruments to 
create better sounds, as well as 
projection.



Recommended Percussion Set Up
for

Large Instrumental Ensembles



Timpani



Insert Brahms



Concert BD



Berlioz, 
Symphonie Fantastique, IV



Stravinsky, 
Rite of Spring, Danse de la Terre



Crash Cymbals



Tchaikovsky, Romeo and Juliet Overture



Triangle



Liszt, Piano Concerto No. 1



Tambourine



Dvořák, Carnival Overture



Snare Drum



Standard Sizes:
1. General: 5/6.5 x 14”
2. Piccolo: 3 x 13”
3. Field: 12 x 14”



Tuning preferences:
1. 6.5 x 14”: A4
2. 5 x 14”: Bb4
3. 3 x 13”: B4



Muting vs. Non-muting



Rimsky-Korsakov, 
Capriccio Espagnol, IV 



Prokofiev, 
Lt. Kijé Symphonic Suite, I.



Final thoughts:
1. Listen to the music and begin to create 
a sound palette.



2. Listen to the music with a score to determine
which instrument, implement(s), and additional
items may be needed. If a score is not available, 
search for the music on www.imslp.org.

http://www.imslp.org


3. Record yourself and/or have colleagues listen 
in the performance space to ensure your choices 
are appropriate.



A copy of today’s PowerPoint is available at
www.ericwilliepercussion.com/

williemidwest

http://www.ericwilliepercussion.com/


Feel free to contact me directly at 
ericjwillie@gmail.com

or visit
www.ericwilliepercussion.com

mailto:ericjwillie@gmail.com
http://www.ericwilliepercussion.com

