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It is my observation that over 90% of

melodic sight-reading mistakes happen in the rhythm.



Goals for this session:

Focusing on rhythmic sight-reading will 
improve melodic sight-reading in all ensembles

The rhythmic system that I use may not be for 
everyone, but I ask that you give it a chance today!



I needed a universal rhythmic

sight-reading method that worked for…



…All Ensembles…



…All Time Signatures…



…and All Tempos.



These systems worked only 
most of the time,


but not all of the time



These systems did not work well (for me)

in all time signatures,


at all tempos.

They became too complicated to vocalize when


switching between time signatures,

increasing the tempo,


or adding more complex rhythms

(e.g. sixteenth rests, dotted eighth notes, etc.).


They became “tongue twisters!”



It needed to…
Be Easy To Learn

Include Minimal Words (only 4 to start!)

Work In All Time Signatures

Work At All Tempos

Be Fun!

Be Practical



“If you can say it, you can play it”

When it comes to rhythm…

It MUST be vocalized!



“If you can sing it, you can play it”*

…or better still…

*Not really an option for vocalists, but if you can get your instrumentalists 
singing rhythms this will help with intonation, balance, blend, tone quality, 

musicianship, all while adding relevance to the exercises.



Rhythm-Pitch-Musicianship



“The Tik-A Tee Method” covers a scaffolded

36-week curriculum, so it would be impossible to 

introduce all of the nuances and variations

in this one session, but I will introduce


the basics and cover some sample exercises.


We will do the exercises together!



Quarter

Notes


Or 
Longer



Always Use A Metronome!



Now, let’s

“Tik-A Tee”

Together!

This became a VERB in my ensembles!





Eighth

Notes





Sixteenth Notes







Triplets





Now, let’s add

rhythmic combinations


and

rests















What about compound time 
signatures?







What if time signatures change?







Some Real World Examples

“Connecting Upstairs


To

Downstairs”



Mystery Song





Mystery Song



Measures 53-58



Mystery Song







Rhythm:

“In the ‘The Key of Consistency’”



Tricks of the Trade

Subdivide

Look Ahead

Strategic Accenting

Compartmentalize



On Pitch, Drones & Scales
Rhythmic Tension/Displacement

Backwards

Dynamics, Articulation & Phrasing

Keep it Creative & Fun

Rhythmic Dictation





Thank you for attending today!

Contact me for more information

Ron@RonCastonguay.com

Enjoy the rest of the conference!

mailto:ron@roncastonguay.com

