
Dr. Eric M. Laprade & Dr. Colleen A.Q. Sears

REPAIRING THE FUTURE 
SOCIAL JUSTICE, ENSEMBLE PEDAGOGY, AND 

INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION

The Midwest Clinic 
Wednesday, December 20, 2023





“At the heart of teaching others is the moral 
imperative to care. It is the imperative to perceive 

and act, and not look away.”

-Allsup & Shieh, 2012



THE ARTIVISM PROJECT
The Artivism Project (TAP) is a collective of faculty, staff, and students 
originating from TCNJ School of the Arts and Communication that aims to: 

• Raise awareness about social justice issues through creative practice, 
pedagogy, and curriculum

• Engage our community in dialogue about social justice issues through 
aesthetic experience

• Cultivate partnerships that advocate for human rights and environmental 
justice through the arts

• Use the arts to help amplify marginalized, invisible, and silenced voices in 
our communities 



THE ARTIVISM PROJECT: DRIVER SELECTION

Starting point ideas for drivers: 

• A broad, overarching thematic concept

• A specific issue related to social or 
environmental justice 

• A person: activists, historical figures, artists, 
musicians, writers

•  Dates and anniversaries of significant events

• Local significance

Other art forms/disciplines:

• Visual Art

• Music

• Poetry

• Novels

• Plays and musicals

• Dance





SPRINGS ETERNAL



RANKINE: WEATHER

Claudia Rankine



WEATHER

On a scrap of paper in the archive is written 
I have forgotten my umbrella. Turns out 
in a pandemic everyone, not just the philosopher, 
is without. We scramble in the drought of information 
held back by inside traders. Drop by drop. Face 
covering? No, yes. Social distancing? Six feet 
under for underlying conditions. Black. 
Just us and the blues kneeling on a neck 
with the full weight of a man in blue. 
Eight minutes and forty-six seconds. 
In extremis, I can’t breathe gives way 
to asphyxiation, to giving up this world, 
and then mama, called to, a call 
to protest, fire, glass, say their names, say

their names, white silence equals violence, 
the violence of again, a militarized police 
force teargassing, bullets ricochet, and civil 
unrest taking it, burning it down. Whatever 
contracts keep us social compel us now 
to disorder the disorder. Peace. We’re out 
to repair the future. There’s an umbrella 
by the door, not for yesterday but for the weather 
that’s here. I say weather but I mean 
a form of governing that deals out death 
and names it living. I say weather but I mean 
a November that won’t be held off. This time 
nothing, no one forgotten. We are here for the storm 
that’s storming because what’s taken matters.

Claudia Rankine



INTERDISCIPLINARY PROJECTS





BACKGROUND

Rollo A. Dilworth



REHEARSAL PROCESS

Composer 
Collaborations



REHEARSAL PROCESS
Composer Notes



REHEARSAL PROCESS
The Companion



REHEARSAL PROCESS
The Companion



R E H E A R S A L  P R O C E S S
The Companion



THE PERFORMANCES



STUDENT REFLECTIONS

“I learned so much while being involved with the Weather project. I was in both the choir 
and wind ensemble that semester and was able to learn the text and vocal part as well as 
the baritone saxophone part. Having both experiences allowed me to deeply understand 
the importance and gravity of this piece. We had the privilege to learn and perform this 
piece very soon after the height of the pandemic and George Floyd's death. The wounds 
were still fresh and this project required large amounts of vulnerability, respect, and high 
levels of musicianship. This experience was fulfilling and allowed me to learn more about 

our nation and the effects of the pandemic and years of systematic oppression. Dr. 
Dilworth was informative and kind and helped guide us through this challenging piece. 
Premiering Weather was one of the best experiences I had during my undergraduate 

studies at TCNJ.”

-Annie Pascale (TCNJWE member)



STUDENT REFLECTIONS

-Annie Pascale (TCNJWE member)

“We had the privilege to learn and perform this piece very soon after the height of the 
pandemic and George Floyd's death. The wounds were still fresh and this project required 
large amounts of vulnerability, respect, and high levels of musicianship. This experience was 

fulfilling and allowed me to learn more about our nation and the effects of the pandemic and 
years of systematic oppression.”



STUDENT REFLECTIONS

“Navigating Weather and its intricacies added a depth to the composition besides 
the ink on the page for me. Discussing the African American experience in the 

ensemble let us humanize and deconstruct the headlines we saw in the news, which 
we imbued in our performance. We had the pleasure of collaborating with Dr. 

Dilworth in matching AND transcending the soundscape he had when he originally 
composed the piece. The adjustments we made such as swaying and jazz inflections 
went beyond notation and created a powerful experience for both audience and 

performers!”

-Keith So (TCNJWE member)



STUDENT REFLECTIONS

-Keith So (TCNJWE member)

“Discussing the African American experience in the ensemble let us humanize 
and deconstruct the headlines we saw in the news, which we imbued in our 

performance.”



THE HARD STUFF: "TO NOT LOOK AWAY"
• The role of positionality

• How our own intersectional identities shape our hearing, 
interpretation, performance, and experience with 
repertoire

• Representing the diversity of human experiences

• Divides are painful and Recognizing the limits of art

• Literature selection: teaching: action

• The unknown impact



ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

• Take time to understand the needs, values, and priorities of 
the communities in which we teach

• What approach makes the most sense given the realties of 
the community? 

• Build a coalition of support

• Balancing engagement with the world around us with escape 
from the world around us



REFLECTIONS
• Ensemble music-making as a vehicle to explore difficult and 

complex topics

• Increased student investment and motivation through 
contextualized learning

• Reflection and growth amongst faculty-collaborators, students, 
community members, and the institution

• Opportunity for meaningful interdisciplinary and cross-
disciplinary collaborations amongst faculty members

• Creation of new works of art and innovative curriculum



OUR CURRENT WORK

SPRING 2024: 
LIFE AFTER LOSS



R E PA I R  T H E  F U T U R E

BIT.LY/TCNJWEATHER
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