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What it
is

What it
is not

WHAT IS THE SECOND YEAR?

Advanced Beginner Band1.

Dependent Students2.

The “new and shiny” has faded3.

Performing Band Lite1.

Independent Students2.

Fancy Curriculum3.



Who am I
for my

students?

I am a music
literacy
teacher,

but also a
teacher who

helps raise good
humans



What do you
expect your
students to know
each year?







5 Aspects
of Music

As students learn to read
music, they need to

develop skills within the
5 aspects so they can

become successful
readers and musicians.

Pitch
Rhythm
Dynamics
Style
Roadmap



Pitch
Vertical Movement of Music

Note Name
Identification

Say note names before you
play lines or sections of
music
Note Name Quizzes

MusicTheory.net
Mad Minute Music

Tone Quality
Development

Work long tones every day
John McAllister Music - free
resources!

Key Signature and
Accidental Mastery
Gautier Middle School
Thinking Tools Page
Read music in the key
signature

http://musictheory.net/
http://secondrunnerup.com/mmm2/
https://www.johnmcallistermusic.com/


Rhythm Dynamics

Organizing sound and silence Communicating Volume

Downbeat vs. Upbeat

“Developing Rhythm Logically” - Joel Rothman
“The Pie Game” - Joe Berryman
“Teaching Rhythm Logically” - Darcy Vogt Williams

Resources

Count rhythms every day!
Words that make the rhythms meaningful to students
Down Up Method

Physical Manipulation of Air
Soft - Smaller embouchure aperture, same speed of air
Loud - Strong enough embouchures to be able to
handle the speed of air
 Maintain good tone quality at soft as well as loud

Resources
Section 8 of “Habits of a Successful Middle School
Musician” - Scott Rush



Style Road Map

 How the tongue and air work together

Tenuto
Staccato
Accents

Syllables

Marcato
Slurs

Tenuto - Doo
Staccato - Di
Accents - DAh
Marcato - DAht

How music is articulated Things where students watch you!

D.C. al Coda/Fine
D.S. al Fine
1 Measure Repeats

Tempo Words

Adagio, Andante, Moderato, Allegro,
Presto, Vivace, etc.
Ritardando, Accelerando

Fermatas and Cesuras

Repeats, Repeats, Repeats...

Full Line Repeats
1st and 2nd Endings



When you have students do written music theory work, you discover where the holes are in their
knowledge quickly. Find some way to incorporate a written music theory lesson into your

curriculum weekly. Use that data to adjust your planning and lessons to increase the
achievement level of your students.

Incorporate Music Theory

“Fundamentals
of Music Theory
for the
Windband
Student”
- Eric Harris

Readymade
Music Theory
- Rob Chilton

http://www.readymademusic.net/
http://www.readymademusic.net/


Motivation

How to keep
students in it
for the long
haul...





Social and Emotional Needs of
“Gap Year” Students

Learning
to Make

Good
Choices

Accepting
Personal and
Community

Responsibility

Developing
Leadership

Skills

Demonstrate
Empathy

Demonstrate
the ability to
set personal

goals



Puberty SucksPuberty Sucks

Emotional
Take things the wrong
way
Have trouble
concentrating
Feel the need to be
social or NOT
Think everyone is always
looking at them
Processing skills are not
great



Praise Publicly, Criticize Privately
Something Positive - Every day!

Finding something positive about every student
daily will go a long way in developing positive

relationships.

Incentives

Tangible incentives are great, but bigger is not
always better!

Stickers, ETs, Extra Points, Food, Junk Drawer



Begin with the End in Mind

Develop
relationships
with students

Practice
grace
when

students
make

mistakes

Create the
environment
you want for

your
classroom

Encourage
individually

and
individuality

Positive
parent

contacts go a
long way
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