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Who is in the room?
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Why Assess? 
We value what is assessed. 



● InFORMS next steps in teaching 
and learning.

● This what we do during 
rehearsals all the time.

● How do we do this meaningfully 
on an individual level?

● SUMS up what is already learned.
● Typically tests, but for us - CONCERTS!
● Often feels high-stakes to students. 

Many are afraid to fail.
● Any grade that is permanent or 

unchangeable is summative.

Types of Assessment

Formative Summative



Assessment vs. grading

Purpose is to understand what students already know and 
can do. To identify gaps and next-steps in learning.

“In the eyes of many students and parents, 
education is valuable because it can be traded for 
something else - social and economic advantage.”

“The problem is that grades have become less 
about communication these days.  Instead they 
are considered tokens that students exchange for 
future success.”

Assessment

Grading



Grading for growth mindset
Preparedness

During rehearsals.          Includes 
materials & tardiness.

Assignments
Assessments live here.                              

Participation
During rehearsals.  

Students start at 90%.

20%

30%

50%

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/128xBTTWmVqsdw_SkcMIs9eu7hto7OjLIdZHaAaxUBBY/copy


We value what gets assessed. 
Let’s make sure we assess what we value.
“When students are anxious about their grades, it’s hard to 
communicate with them as learners.”

01 Effort
02 The grades are “overwritable” 

so that “present performance 
can overwrite previous failures.”

Process
Grade is based on 
completion, regardless of 
the raw score. 

Grades reflect 2 values:



GRADING is about effort.

ASSESSMENT 
is about learning.



And how to use them

Tech Tools
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3 Rules for assessment tools:

Efficient
Minimal impact to 
rehearsal time & 
teacher time.

Reflect how professional 
musicians hone their skills 
or prepare for performance.

Provide students with 
valuable, actionable 
feedback.

Authentic Empower Learning

01 02 03



Technique:                                           Submit 
By Screencastify By Screencastify

https://www.screencastify.com/products/submit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/12zGU6Cby0nOLSHy1HmGUkYtsgxukjZWn/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Z3WitLKiAnkAL57VEldU9t2T7_g9k163/preview


PracticeFirst

Notes/Rhythms: Smartmusic v. PracticeFirst

EFFICIENCY RULE: 
If a computer CAN grade it, a 
computer SHOULD grade it!

https://ms180.musicfirstclassroom.com/task/9283/view


Record
Software with instant playback, USB mic

Listen
Reinforce critical listening skills

Discuss
Students identify problems and solutions

(rinse/repeat)

https://app.musicfirstrecorder.com/global


General music knowledge & skills
When execution is dependent on LISTENING &/or READING

musictheory.net
Exercise Customizer Tools for students to 

self-assess during practice

Authentic assessments in 
ear training

Authentic assessments in 
music literacy

Auralia

theonlinemetronome.com

Musition

https://www.musictheory.net/
https://www.risingsoftware.com/auralia
https://theonlinemetronome.com/
https://www.risingsoftware.com/musition
https://ms180.musicfirstclassroom.com/class/152/gradebook


Quality feedback enables students to direct 
their own learning.

Empowering Students

04



GRADING is about effort.

ASSESSMENT 
is about learning.



3 Rules for assessment tools:

Efficient
Minimal impact to 
rehearsal time & 
teacher time.

Reflect how professional 
musicians hone their skills 
or prepare for performance.

Provide students with 
valuable, actionable 
feedback.

Authentic Empower Learning

01 02 03



empower students to direct 
their own learning?

Do our current assessment activities 





● It is easy to overdo it with great tech. 
Make sure students understand its role as 
THEIR tool for learning.

● What are the best parts of live music 
making in an ensemble? Always prioritize 
THOSE values in rehearsal.

● Center JOY and MUSIC and LEARNING. 

Student 
Overboard!



Q&A
Want a walk-through guide on using these tech 
tools and more?  Find step-by-step videos on the 
NYCDOE Music Dashboard at this link:

https://sites.google.com/schools.nyc.gov/the-virtu
al-ensemble/digital-tools

https://sites.google.com/schools.nyc.gov/the-virtual-ensemble/digital-tools
https://sites.google.com/schools.nyc.gov/the-virtual-ensemble/digital-tools


CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, 
and includes icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by 

Freepik

Thanks!
Do you have any questions?

leahelainehanley@gmail.com 
stringsattached.blog

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
mailto:leahelainehanley@gmail.com
http://stringsattached.blog
https://www.linkedin.com/in/leah-elaine-hanley/

