
This method presents interpretative suggestions to enhance ensemble musicianship 
for band directors and students in the following nine areas:

1. Rhythm

2. Melody and Phrasing

3. Dynamics and Balance

4. Embellishments

5. Articulations

6. Style

7. Tempo

8. Releases

9. Intonation

Each area presents a variety of concepts for musical expressiveness, and there are more than 225 exercises and excerpts to 
use during warm-ups or when transferring an expressive concept to the band’s current literature.

The method includes:

• Intonation exercises that illustrate how to properly tune a chord

• Scale-based exercises written in the common keys of F, B-flat, and E-flat that can be used as part of a rehearsal warm-
up to reinforce expressive concepts

• Band excerpts to illustrate how expressive concepts can be transferred to actual wind band literature

• A key sheet to explore how players’ parts may be edited to increase the quality of musicianship

• More than 40 ideas for increasing the ensemble’s musical potential

• A sample lesson plan and template to illustrate how to transfer knowledge to your current curriculum

• Conductor’s score and 6 student books:

1. C: Flute, Oboe, Keyboard Percussion  
(no lower than F4 for Flute, and no higher than C6 for Oboe)

2. B-flat: Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, Tenor Saxophone, Trumpet, and Baritone T.C.  
(no lower than D4 for Tenor Saxophone, and no higher than E5 for Trumpet)

3. E-flat: Alto and Baritone Saxophones  
(no lower than D4 and no higher than C6 for Alto and Baritone Saxophones)

4. F: Horn  
(no lower than Bb3 and no higher than E5 for Horn)

5. B-flat: Trombone, Baritone B.C., and Bassoon  
(no higher than C4 and no lower than Bb2)

6. B-flat: Tuba

Additional TIPS in the conductor’s score for teaching each concept
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Development of expression…
Consonants, Vowels, Shapes, Colors, Sizes …



Conductors who communicate the affective qualities of the music 
are always more successful than those who communicate only 

technical details,  such as when and how to play. 

It is the feeling behind the "how" that makes all the difference in 
the world  to the musicians and ultimately to the audience. 

(Harris, 2001, p. 11; Conducting with Feeling)

Only one thing is for sure. 
No interpreter ever agrees with anyone else's interpretation.

(Albert Schweitzer)

EXPRESSIVE MUSICIANSHIP
Concepts and Exercises to Develop a Band’s Musical Potential



“Musical expression is often not explicitly addressed in 
secondary instrumental rehearsals due to the perception 
of expression as an obscure concept and the instructional 
time constraints on music educators.” (McLerran, 2024, p. 20)

McLerran, M. (2024). Developing musical expression in instrumental ensembles. Music 
Educators Journal, 110(4), 20-27.

McLerran argues that “secondary music educators should 
explicitly encourage the development of expressive 
techniques from the beginning of formal study. “(McLerran, 
2024, p. 20)

“There is no universally correct way to be expressive “ 
(McLerran, 2024, p. 21)
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The most common pedagogical strategies for 
teaching expressivity to instrumental students 
include: 

a)  explicit instruction, 

b)  aural modeling, and 

c)  metaphor. 

                                                                                                                       
(McLerran, 2024, p. 24)

McLerran, M. (2024). Developing musical expression in instrumental ensembles. Music 
Educators Journal, 110(4), 20-27.
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• Scale-based Exercises
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Nursery rhymes/children’s songs

Concepts and Exercises to Develop a Band’s Musical Potential
EXPRESSIVE MUSICIANSHIP



Wind Band Excerpts
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• Key Sheet to 
explore how 
player’s parts 
may be edited 
to increase 
the quality of 
musicianship



What is expressive music?
Albert Schweitzer: 
Only one thing is for sure. No interpreter ever agrees with anyone else's interpretation.

Pablo Casals: 
One can never exhaust the multiplicity of nuances and subtleties which make the charm of music.
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