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Concepts and Exercises to Develop a Band’s Musical Potential

Conductors who communicate the affective qualities of the music
are always more successful than those who communicate only
technical details, such as when and how to play.

It is the feeling behind the "how" that makes all the difference in

the world to the musicians and ultimately to the audience.
(Harris, 2001, p. 11; Conducting with Feeling)

Only one thing is for sure.

No interpreter ever agrees with anyone else’s interpretation.
(Albert Schweitzer)
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“Musical expression is often not explicitly addressed in
secondary instrumental rehearsals due to the perception
of expression as an obscure concept and the instructional
time constraints on music educators.” (McLerran, 2024, p. 20)

MclLerran argues that “secondary music educators should
explicitly encourage the development of expressive

techniques from the beginning of formal study. “(McLerran,
2024, p. 20)

“There is no universally correct way to be expressive “
(McLerran, 2024, p. 21)

McLerran, M. (2024). Developing musical expression in instrumental ensembles. Music
Educators Journal, 110(4), 20-27.
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The most common pedagogical strategies for
teaching expressivity to instrumental students

include:
a) explicit instruction,
b) aural modeling, and

c) metaphor.

(McLerran, 2024, p. 24)

McLerran, M. (2024). Developing musical expression in instrumental ensembles. Music
Educators Journal, 110(4), 20-27.
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e Scale-based Exercises
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Nursery rhymes/children’s songs
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Wind Band Excerpts



e Key Sheet to
explore how
player’s parts
may be edited
to increase
the quality of
musicianship




What is expressive music?

Albert Schweitzer:
Only one thing is for sure. No interpreter ever agrees with anyone else's interpretation.

Pablo Casals:
One can never exhaust the multiplicity of nuances and subtleties which make the charm of music.
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