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“Music for fun is fine,  
but music for growth is essential.” 

- Richard Floyd



A Companion Guide:
A teacher-created resource to support student learning

“…a method book for a piece of music.”or

Using Companion Guides To Unlock Your 
Ensemble's Maximum Potential



Using Companion Guides To Unlock Your 
Ensemble's Maximum Potential

1.Driven by the repertoire 

2.Can also be driven by/tailored to needs of specific students 

3.Companion Guides and National Standards 

 Does this piece have enough individual needs to benefit from its use?

Will sections/individuals in this group benefit from its use?

one of best pathways to implement a curriculum map and ensure 
progress toward state and national standards

A Companion Guide:
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How does it help students? 
1. Collaborative Learning 

• Students help each other learn difficult passages  
• Student Demo & Modeling  
• Students learn layers of piece and role of lines within overall structure 

2. Differentiation  
• Assists students who need extra assistance 
• Enrichment for students needing more challenge 

3. Student Engagement  
• Everyone is playing ALL the time!  
• Everyone is engaged in goals for performance  
• Maximize Class time / Minimizes “down time” 
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How does it support ensembles? 
1. Precision  

• Unison pitches, rhythms, articulations, dynamics, etc. 
• Focused on fundamentals while strengthening repertoire  
• Concept development over time 
• Intonation, Interpretation, etc.  

2.    Deepens Musical Understanding  
• Everyone knows what makes up the piece  
• Students become self-aware (melody vs. accompaniment) 
• Self awareness impacts dynamics 
• See how parts fit together 



Using Companion Guides To Unlock Your 
Ensemble's Maximum Potential

How does it support ME (the conductor)? 
Score Confidence!   
Creating a companion guide helps you 
strengthen your score knowledge! 
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1. Scales 
2. Key changes - back and forth  
3. Chorales 
4. Rhythms - using a single unison pitch, then adding pitches 
5. Technical Passages 
6. Tricky fingering or articulation patterns 
7. Phrase shape/contour and length (both melodic and harmonic) 
8. Interval issues/intonation issues (solfege opportunities) 
9. Duets/Trio Passages  
10. Accidentals /Other theory-teaching opportunities 
11. “You know your kids” spots

What to include in a Companion Guide
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CONSIDERATIONS
1. Clarinet  

• Consider options for crossing the break 
• It doesn’t have to sound perfect, so embrace the challenge! 

2. Horn  
• Consider creating both unison parts and an “altered” part 
• Range for all brass may need adjusting.  

3.Percussion 
• Mallets in High Octave/Low Octave 
• Bass Clef
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FORMAT
1.Minimize instrumentation where possible 

2.Ideally, use side-by-side on music stand next to source composition         

(one page if possible) 

3.Label the guide as clearly as possible 

4.Include ALL measure numbers 

5.Label each section with a letter and descriptor (Who’s part are you playing?) 

6.No page turns mid-exercise
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Copyright © (The Dos & Do Nots)
1.Educational Use - a legal exception from copyright law that allows use of copyrighted material for 

teaching and other educational purpose  

2.The 4 Factor Test (U.S. Copyright Office) 
• Purpose of the Use  
• Nature of the Copyrighted Work 
• Amount of Material Used (10% rule) 
• Effect on the Market 

3.“Dos and Don’ts” 
• Overall, yes you can create companion guides! Tailor them to your students, as we have discussed.  
• Not for performance use (Ex. Using a Companion Guide to arrange a work for trio/quartet for public 

performance is not allowed. 
•  Not for commercial use (Ex. You cannot sell your Companion Guides to other teachers.)
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Resources for Creating Companion Guides



Tyler S. Grant 
www.tylersgrant.com 
tyler@tylersgrant.com 

Tiffany Hitz 
www.andrewhitz.com/companion 
tiffany.hitz@gmail.com 

http://www.tylersgrant.com
mailto:tyler@tylersgrant.com
http://www.andrewhitz.com/companion

