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“The emperor has no clothes”

Score study and interpretation today …

We never actually learned how to do this!

First we need to understand, and then be able to articulate and teach  
the ways that the notes on the page influence expression and communication… 

the way they work together to become more than notes…

… the way they become stories…  
our musical stories…



Mozart   
Symphony no. 40



“INTERPRETATION”

“the particular way in which something 

But, do we understand what the music  
we are making and teaching means?  

Do we understand what it means to us? Really?

is understood or explained”is understood  and  explained”

Or are we presenting and teaching…the facts?  
Ab, C#, quarter note…



For me, this is the deepest,  
loneliest secret in our profession

We don’t know what the music means… to us…  
And we don’t know how to know…

And it’s harder to care when the story isn’t yours. 

We don’t know how to study… 
how to interpret, how to understand.



Meryl Streep

Recordings?

Heath Leger’s Joker

Much like playing the Joker,  
what we do,  

is essentially covers.
Consider covers in 

popular music…

Meryl Streep

“It goes like this!”



A “Noet” on recordings

Sparing use of recordings:  
Check out several diverse recordings very late in your study process.



Recordings are not the script… 
The score is the script…

But if understanding doesn’t mostly come from copying recordings….  

How do we do this?



The goal of score is to understand  
the musical story so deeply  

that you can 
retell it in your own voice.



Calm
Listen

Flexible

Responsive

Confident

Efficient

Score Study builds 

you know what you  
need to accomplish….

..when you know and care  
about the story you are  
trying to tell…



How?



3 stages

1. Context What IS this story?

   Background 
   Form 
   Initial Marking



Background

Let’s use Mozart  
Symphony no. 40

“Background” has many meanings and points of entry

Focus on discoveries  
that can be made audible…

  Titles

  Dates

  Composer

  Background

  Cultural history

  Reception

  Influence

  Title  ~ what is this?

  Peers
  Other Arts

What IS this? How does it fit in?



Symphony in g minor

Is this symphony special in any way?
What about the other 40 symphonies?
Other similar works from Mozart at the time.



Mozart  
Symphony no. 35 

“Haffner”



Mozart  
Symphony no. 36 

“Linz”



Mozart  
Symphony no. 38 

“Prague”



Mozart  
Symphony no. 39



Mozart  
Symphony no. 41  

“Jupiter”



Mozart  
Symphony no. 41  

“Jupiter”

Why do they all start with a bang?

Why are those all in Major keys? 

How many are in minor keys total?

g-minor characteristics? 
f# minor?



Mozart  
Symphony no. 35 

“Haffner”



Mozart  
Symphony no. 36 

“Linz”



Mozart  
Symphony no. 38 

“Prague”



Mozart  
Symphony no. 39



Mozart  
Symphony no. 41  

“Jupiter”



Mozart   
Symphony no. 40



Mozart   
Symphony no. 40



SCORE STUDY

85% analysis

= 100% authentic
 + 15% intuition



SCORE STUDY is 85% Analysis..?

“NOTICING”

What’s “Analysis”?



3 stages

2. Deciding

1. Context Background, Form, Initial Marking

Commit to audible expressions  
of your ideas



DECIDING

Louder? Slower?

Warmer? Shorter?

How does one DO this?

On what basis?

Softer? Faster?

Colder? Longer?

Cresc? Dim?

What ARE we  
looking for?



ORCHESTRATION

REGISTER

INTUITION

MARKINGS

LENGTH

HARMONY

CONTEXTThe Storytellers

C H L R O M I

Tools of Interpretation



The Storytellers

ORCHESTRATION

REGISTER

INTUITION

MARKINGS

LENGTH

HARMONY

(think of them as confirmations or qualifiers)

Tension and Release

(Slurs = length)

 (color, adding and subtracting voices)

(shape of the line… the contour)

Dynamics, articulations, tempi, etc.

Why?

Why? “Western Art”

Speech!

Why?

Who? Cl then bsn…. 
Why not the other way around?

Speech!

Like making a great soup! 
What’s primary?

CONTEXT Background.Making  
decisions

The usual order!
All there is!

 (Little notes lead to big notes)

Harmony 
Length 
Register
All = tension and release

85% Noticing, 15% Intuition
85% Stock,    15% Garnishes

What IS this?
Identity - framing - mindset

Tension and Release

Tension and Release

Color, Personality, Identity Consider your parents?

Tools of Interpretation

Title/ Contrapuntal/ Rhythmic/ Style 
Harmonic Motion / *Newness 

Stress dissonance 
Release into consonance

“Longer is stronger”

Up when up, and down  
when down. Except bass lines



ORCHESTRATION

REGISTER

INTUITION

MARKINGS

LENGTH

HARMONY

CONTEXT
Tools of

Interpretation

C H L R O M I
Let’s USE these…! 
And let’s PLAY!



Mozart   
Symphony no. 40



You are singularly unique
Make music that way

We need you, not a copy
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Kevin Noe
the art of interpretation
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