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LEARNING OBJECTIVESLEARNING OBJECTIVES

Identify resources that will allow us to
make sure our teaching is authentic.

Identify instruments needed and where  
we can purchase traditional instruments.

Identify the method books and sheet
music that we can use in our mariachi
classes.



SJSU Alum (21' BM/22'MA)

Taught in ESD for two years; started ESD’s first

Mariachi course

Currently in SCUSD in the second year of their

first Mariachi course 

Began playing Mariachi music in 6th Grade

ABOUT MYSELFABOUT MYSELF



MARIACHI LEYVA AND MARIACHI
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MARIACHI BUCHSERMARIACHI BUCHSER



Mariachi can be:

a person

the ensemble

the music

WHAT IS MARIACHI?WHAT IS MARIACHI?



Mariachi instrumentation:

Trumpet

Violin

Guitarron

Vihuela 

Guitar

WHAT IS MARIACHI?WHAT IS MARIACHI?



HOW DID MARIACHI ORIGINATE?HOW DID MARIACHI ORIGINATE?

Professional musicians from Spain arrived with

Cortez in 1519 + influx of slaves from Africa 

Musical culutures mixed with those of

hundreds of inidigionous culutres to create

new musical traditions 

Each region began to have its own musical

traditions (Son Jarocho, Son Jaliciense) 



HOW DID MARIACHI ORIGINATE?HOW DID MARIACHI ORIGINATE?

Origin of the word “mariachi” 

Word had unclear usage in the 1800s

1905 - a mariachi coculense (from town of Cocula)

performed for Mexican President Profirio.

10/06/1907 - Visit of Elihu Root (US Sec. of State) Greeted

with a mariachi jalisciense

Both instances marked the the acceptance of the word

mariachi for a group, but also marked mariachi as a

symbol of culture.



1920 Maraichi Coculense (led by Cirilo Marmolejo)

established themselves in Mexico City and devoted

themselves to playing mariachi music professionally

Marked a trend in history towards groups comprised

of full time pro musicians and an urban based

sound.

HOW DID MARIACHI ORIGINATE?HOW DID MARIACHI ORIGINATE?



1930 Maraichi Coculense (led by Cirilo Marmolejo) recorded

with new electric technology; lead to their music being

featured in movies and over the radio

Due to the power and affordability of radios mariachi music

was able to hit a larger audience in the 1930s and 40s.

By the 1950s the mariachi instrumentation solidified into the

sound we know today.

HOW DID MARIACHI ORIGINATE?HOW DID MARIACHI ORIGINATE?



ANYONE CAN TEACH MARIACHI!ANYONE CAN TEACH MARIACHI!

Number one concern I hear: “I don’t
feel comfortable teaching Mariachi
because I am not Mexican.”
If we always avoid teaching about
other cultures, they will never make
their way into the classroom



HOW DO I TEACH MARAICHI WHILE

BEING RESPECTFUL TO THE CULTURE 

HOW DO I TEACH MARAICHI WHILE

BEING RESPECTFUL TO THE CULTURE 

Do your research!
If unsure, ask!
Have students share their
experiences! 
Bring in community members! 



SUPLEMENTAL READING FOR MARIACHI
TEACHERS

SUPLEMENTAL READING FOR MARIACHI
TEACHERS

The Art Of Mariachi
Rachel Yvonne Cruz, D.M.A

Foundations of Mariachi Education
William Gradante, MENC

Mariachi Music in America
Daniel Sheehy

https://www.amazon.com/Art-Mariachi-Curriculum-Guide/dp/0692994238
https://www.amazon.com/Art-Mariachi-Curriculum-Guide/dp/0692994238
https://www.amazon.com/Foundations-Mariachi-Education-Materials-Resources/dp/1578867630/ref=sr_1_1?crid=342IK94EKK3A0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.p04j3bG8QBsrrNISvAevlFN_qa2Gtw3RCuFTAO2q41PYwEcib5yXVQfCItN1pNZg.cKAiPS-Cx8XXTcDojdmJhNk_BCmjuGagH--CBm9P7q0&dib_tag=se&keywords=foundations+of+mariachi+education&qid=1713208100&sprefix=foundations+of+mariachi+education%2Caps%2C133&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Foundations-Mariachi-Education-Materials-Resources/dp/1578867630/ref=sr_1_1?crid=342IK94EKK3A0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.p04j3bG8QBsrrNISvAevlFN_qa2Gtw3RCuFTAO2q41PYwEcib5yXVQfCItN1pNZg.cKAiPS-Cx8XXTcDojdmJhNk_BCmjuGagH--CBm9P7q0&dib_tag=se&keywords=foundations+of+mariachi+education&qid=1713208100&sprefix=foundations+of+mariachi+education%2Caps%2C133&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mariachi-Music-America-Experiencing-Expressing/dp/0195141466/ref=sr_1_1?crid=14PERT5FH3WF4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.NYni4z8qhWyajpizz9CiEPHepbM7YJYtnjuV9qfK4X_k66zxewqL6yucASwX9aPNXOZ_X7HzrMmNWW-I6ad9WAoVGRIhmQRAq8Fp6i16hGqp6YYf6oB4kwabItyKo2_Ty047EE6oTZOxmska4vX3DWRysg2_KKegU1hbwwAxgOlJlH0yV6XjdvVhvd9w6b9lAd56nzhXnTJITxOKKvSDLI0LT4WGyiQ2EYwW58KVoKY.iaOd8cqLMTpHa7e8-yULPN2LP8BvlykqTT_R4pVuYpk&dib_tag=se&keywords=Mariachi+mUSIC+IN+AMERICA&qid=1713208292&sprefix=mariachi+music+in+americ%2Caps%2C139&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mariachi-Music-America-Experiencing-Expressing/dp/0195141466/ref=sr_1_1?crid=14PERT5FH3WF4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.NYni4z8qhWyajpizz9CiEPHepbM7YJYtnjuV9qfK4X_k66zxewqL6yucASwX9aPNXOZ_X7HzrMmNWW-I6ad9WAoVGRIhmQRAq8Fp6i16hGqp6YYf6oB4kwabItyKo2_Ty047EE6oTZOxmska4vX3DWRysg2_KKegU1hbwwAxgOlJlH0yV6XjdvVhvd9w6b9lAd56nzhXnTJITxOKKvSDLI0LT4WGyiQ2EYwW58KVoKY.iaOd8cqLMTpHa7e8-yULPN2LP8BvlykqTT_R4pVuYpk&dib_tag=se&keywords=Mariachi+mUSIC+IN+AMERICA&qid=1713208292&sprefix=mariachi+music+in+americ%2Caps%2C139&sr=8-1


THREE STEPS TOWARDS MARIACHITHREE STEPS TOWARDS MARIACHI

INTERESTINTEREST MATERIALSMATERIALS CURRICULUMCURRICULUM



GAUGING
INTEREST/RECRUITMENT

GAUGING
INTEREST/RECRUITMENT

LeyVa Middle School Population Buchser Middle School Population

U.S. News & World Report U.S. News & World Report



GAUGING INTERESTGAUGING INTEREST

Find Mariachi style pieces written for
your ensembles:

John Nieto 
Jorge Vargas
Tito Talamante

Ask current band/orchestra students
Ask professional OR local school
mariachi to come perfrom



Will adding a Mariachi make numbers
smaller in my other classes?

I have found most students who join
Mariachi are those outside of the music

program who felt like the current
ensembles didn't reflect their identity or

interests 

GAUGING INTERESTGAUGING INTEREST



INTERESTINTEREST

You have gotten enough interest from
students and have gotten admin on

board! Next you need instrument and
materials........



MATERIALS: ARMONÍAMATERIALS: ARMONÍA

Tip: Always ask for materials as if it
would be a full class! 

Vihuela Guitar
(Nylon Classical)

Guitarrón Harp*



VIHUELAVIHUELA GUITARRÓNGUITARRÓN

Maricia Neel, Mariachi Mastery Maricia Neel, Mariachi Mastery



MATERIALS: MELODÍAMATERIALS: MELODÍA

Tip: Always ask for materials as if it
would be a full class! 

Trumpet
Violin



MATERIALS: TRADITIONAL
INSTRUMENTS

MATERIALS: TRADITIONAL
INSTRUMENTS

Where do I find QUALITY Vihuelas or
Guitarrónes?

https://www.mariachiclothingcompany.com/
https://latradicionmusic.com/mariachi-string-instruments/?page=2
https://www.swstrings.com/catalog/instruments/mariachi;jsessionid=9F29E27997731B9FFA089D7D56E03EB4


MATERIALS: TRADITIONAL
INSTRUMENTS

MATERIALS: TRADITIONAL
INSTRUMENTS

Ensure you get QUALITY instruments! 
Stick to recomended brands!

Quality Vihuelas should have nylon frets!



MATERIALS: MATERIALS: 

Classical Guitar Neck straps

(Vihuelas+Guitars)

Plastic finger picks (Vihuela)

Medium Guitar Picks

Bass Guitar/Guitar Strap (Guitarrón)



MATERIALS: MATERIALS: 

You do not need to buy a full charro suit
for every student! 

Simple effective Mariachi uniform:
White Shirt, Black Pants, Black Shoes +
Moño



MOÑOMOÑO

 Moño - Traditional bow tie worn with
trajes de charro. Can be bought pre-tied
with elastic and can be customized.

The Mariachi Connection

Mariachi Clothing Company

Mariachi Luz De Oro UC Berkeley

https://mariachiconnection.com/mariachi/ties.html?p=2
https://mariachiconnection.com/mariachi/ties.html?p=2


MATERIALS: MATERIALS: 

Okay I know what I need... How many
do I need?



MATERIALS: MATERIALS: 

Maricia Neel, Mariachi Mastery



10 Guitars

10 Vihuelas

6 Guitarrónes

10 Violins

6 Trumpets

CURRENT BUCHSER ORDER: CURRENT BUCHSER ORDER: 



MATERIALSMATERIALS

You have found and got quotes for your
Mariachi instruments and moños!

What music should I be teaching
students?



CURRICULUM:
METHOD BOOKS
CURRICULUM:

METHOD BOOKS



CURRICULUM:
SHEET MUSIC
CURRICULUM:
SHEET MUSIC

Free Sheet Music! 

Luis Talamantes John Vela Hal Leonard Mariachi Series

Repotioire is traditionally memorized!

https://www.musicedconsultants.net/materials-to-share.html
https://www.musicedconsultants.net/materials-to-share.html
https://www.jwpepper.com/sheet-music/search.jsp?sort=newDate&obsoleteFlag=false&brandNames=Luis%20%20Talamantes
https://www.jwpepper.com/sheet-music/search.jsp?sort=newDate&obsoleteFlag=false&brandNames=Mariachi%20Unlimited
https://www.halleonard.com/search/search.action?keywords=Mariachi%20Series&dt=item&page=1#products


CURRICULUM:
SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

CURRICULUM:
SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

Talamantes, 2022



CURRICULUM:
SUGGESTED REPERTOIRE

CURRICULUM:
SUGGESTED REPERTOIRE

Talamantes, 2022

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wRduBF9SOzYRvSF6NNID1WzL2Jr_HNP0C_-N9yCT3r4/edit?usp=sharing


VALS/RANCHERA VALSEADAVALS/RANCHERA VALSEADA

 Vals - A song in 3/4 time; The Guitarrón
plays on beat 1 and the armonía play on
beats 2 & 3



RANCHERA LENTARANCHERA LENTA

 Ranchera Lenta - A song in 4/4 meter.
The Guitarrón plays on beats 1 & 3, the
armonía play on 2 & 4



BOLEROBOLERO

Bolero - A song in 4/4 meter. The
Guitarrón plays on beats 1, 3 & 4, the
armonía play 8th notes.



SON SON 

Son - most traditional mariachi song
style; alternates between 3/4 to 6/8 feel 



SON HUASTECO O HUAPANGOSON HUASTECO O HUAPANGO

Huapango -originated in the Huesteca region (North
Eastern Mexico); it also alternates 3/4 and 6/8 however, the
armonia now has some extra ornamentation. The abanico,
and the apagón.



CURRICULUMCURRICULUM

You have gained interest in a Mariachi
course, selected instruments, and chose
your method book/rep for the next year!

Its time to make some music!



MARIACHI DICTIONARYMARIACHI DICTIONARY

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ozaef8UWytRbCvpKXTinh7qH8KVCx9L1/view?usp=drive_link


LISTENING GUIDELISTENING GUIDE

Spotify Playlist!

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/17ouvWY2iYchSrMCjNDXrv?si=4dff8cbe6d1942f4


EXTRA RESOUCESEXTRA RESOUCES

Luis Talamantes Google Drive

Music Ed Consultant’s Mariachi Pack

Guitarron Fingering Chart

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hsrjthD0EttTpaiVExoeFD3elugerHQU
https://www.musicedconsultants.net/uploads/1/0/1/6/101642100/5._40_beg_tab_2_charts_fingerings_etc._2-sided_b_w_3hp.pdf
https://www.musicedconsultants.net/uploads/1/0/1/6/101642100/rev_guitarron_fingering_chart.pdf


PREGUNTAS?PREGUNTAS?



CONTACT INFO!CONTACT INFO!

Ricky Martinez
Email: Rmartinez@scusd.net


