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PROGRAM NOTES

The premier performance of The Rite of Spring in 1913 is a thing of legends. There are disagreements
amongst the people who attended whether it was the music or the choreography that caused the
near-riot in the audience. Since then The Rite has been performed regularly and is considered to
be one of the most influential works of the 20th century, laying the basis for modern jazz, film music
and even heavy metal. Robert used various sources for this arrangement, including Stravinsky’s
original hand written score. The intention was to stay as true as possible to the original and
choose the sections that would work well with a wind band. The tempi vary wildly in the various
publications as well as in the various recordings — the tempi used here are taken mainly from the
Bernstein recording with the London Symphony. This is a very influential and important work and
a valued addition to wind band repertoire.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

The opening saxophone solo could be played on the bassoon (the original instrument), if you
have a player capable. This is taken from the second entry of this melody in the original score — a
semitone down from the original opening.

Measures 112 and 113 are cued in the horns (the original instruments). If you have players capable,
the horns could replace the saxophones here.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Robert Buckley has a diverse career as a composer, arranger, performer, producer, recording
artist and conductor. In the pop world, he created several albums and hit songs with labels such
as CBS and A&M. The number one single Letting Go won him a gold record. He conducted and
arranged for major artists such as Michael Bublé, Bryan Adams, Celine Dion, Our Lady Peace,
Simple Plan and Aerosmith, to name a few. In the film and television world, he scored numerous
award-winning shows for Disney, Alliance, ABC, FOX, CBS, PBS, CBC and the Cartoon Network.
In the live stage world, he composed music for contemporary dance, musicals and large-scale
worldwide television events including the Calgary Olympics, the Victoria Commonwealth Games,
the Vancouver Olympics and the FIFA World Cup Opening Ceremony with Cirque Du Soleil. He
composed This Is My Home for the Canadian Pavilion at the World Expo — a song that has been
performed at every Canada Day since and has become a Canadian tradition. In the concert world,
he has composed and conducted for major symphony orchestras and his symphonic wind band
compositions have been performed worldwide.

Robert was invited to be composer-in-residence at the Southeastern United States Concert
Band Clinic held at Troy University, Alabama where his composition Continuum was premiered.
For several years he has been invited to attend the Con Brio Whistler Music Festival and was
commissioned to compose Where Mountains Touch The Sky for a massed band of more than
1,500 players.

Robert has received numerous awards for his work and, as a frequently commissioned composer,
he is always looking for interesting, new ways to express his music. He lives in Vancouver, BC
with his wife, choreographer and director, Marlise McCormick.

www.bobbuckley.com



Excerpts from

THE RITE OF SPRING
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(Soft Yarn Mallets) #1’-\ 7

Db to D, AP to A

Picc.

FlL. 1,2
Ob. 1,2
Bsn.
CL1
CL2
CL3

Bs. Cl.
A.Sx. 1
A.Sx.2
T. Sx.

B. Sx.
Tpt. 1
Tpt. 2,3
Horn 1,2
Horn 3,4
Thn. 1,2
Bs. Thn.
Euph.
Tuba

St. Bs.

Perc.
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