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A March is a March is a March

(With apologies to Gertrude Stein)

Regulations Common Step Quick Step Double Quick Step

1775 (Pickering) 24"-60/min 24"-120/min (none)
1779 (von Steuben) 24"-75/min 24"-120/min (none)
1812 (Smyth) 24"-75/min 24"-100/min (none)
1815 (Scott 1815) 28"-90/min 28"-120/min none, but up to 140 when charging
1835 (Scott 1835) 28"-90/min 28"-110/min (none)
1855 (Hardee) 28"-90/min 28"-110/min 33"-165-180/min
1862 (Casey) 28"-90/min 28"-110/min 33"-165/min
1867 (Upton) 28"-90/min 28"-110/min 33"-165-180/min
1891 (Board) (none) 30"-120/min 36"-180/min
1921 (Waldron) (none) 30"-/128/min 36"-180/min
1923 (TR 50-15) (none) 30"-128/min 36"-180/min
1939 (FM 22-5) (none) 30"-120/min 36"-180/min

REGULATIONS USED BY AMERICAN TROOPS

Pickering, Timothy, Jr. An Easy Plan of Discipline for a Militia. Salem: Samuel and Ebenezer Hall, 1775 [based primarily on
Windham’s Plan of Discipline, London, 1759].

U. S. Inspector General’s Office. Regulations for the Order and Discipline of the Troops of the United States [von Steuben].
Philadelphia: Styner and Cist, 1779; reprint ed., Philadelphia: Ray Riling Arms Books Co., 1966.

Smyth, Col. Alexander. Regulations for the Field Exercise, Manceuvres, and Conduct of the Infantry of the United
States.Philadelphia: Anthony Finley, 1812.

United States, Adjutant General’s Office, Rules and Regulations for the Field Exercise and Manoeuvres of Infantry [Scott
1815] Concord: Isaac Hill, 1817.

Scott, Major General Winfield. Infantry Tactics, or Rules for the Exercise and Manceuvres of the United States Infantry. 3
vols. New York: George Dearborn, 1835.

Hardee, Brevet Lieut.-Col. W. J. Rifle and Light Infantry Tactics, for the Exercise and Manceuvres of Troops when acting as
Light Infantrymen or Riflemen. 2 vols. Philadelphia: Lippincott, Grambo & Co., 1855.

Casey, Brig.-Gen. Silas. Infantry Tactics, for the Instruction, Exercise, and Manceuvres of the Soldier, a Company, Line of
Skirmishers, Battalion, Brigade, or Corps d'Armée. New York: D. Van Nostrand, 1862.

Upton, Bvt. Major-General Emory. 4 New System of Infantry Tactics. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1867.

U. S. Adjutant General’ s Office. Infantry Drill Regulations. Washington, D. C.: GPO, 1891.

Waldron, Lt. Col. William H. Platoon Training. Washington: United States Infantry Association, 1921.

U. S. War Department. Training Regulations 50-15, 14 April 1923.

U. S. War Department. FM 22-5, Basic Field Manual, Infantry Drill Regulations, 1 July 1939.



American tempi in 1853, according to Allen Dodworth [Dodworth's Brass Band School. New York: H. B.
Dodworth, 1853], p. 9:

The following is about the time of playing the various pieces: [all metronome markings to the quarter note]

Mzl. Met. MzI. Met.
Funeral Marches, 71 Four steps to a Bar. Polka Redowa, 152 Three " " " "
Slow or Parade Marches, 132 Two " " " " Quadrilles, 108 Two " "™ "
Quick Steps 104 Two " " " " Waltz, 200 Three " " " "
Polkas, 106 Two " nonon Spanish Dance, 132 Three " "nonon
Schottisch, 144 Four beats in a Bar. Polonaise or Polacca, 104 Three " " " "
Mazurka, 144 Three " " " " Gallop, 144 Two " "o

European March Types
Also: Funeral March, Trauer Marsch, marche funebre

GREAT BRITAIN: | Ordinary (Slow) Quick March quickest time or wheeling march
Step Double Quick March
1759 (Windham) 24"-60/minute 24"-120/minute (none)
1794 (Rules) 30"-75/minute 30"-108/minute 30"-120/minute
1965 (Drill) 30"-65/minute 30"-116/minute 40"-180/minute
(recruits, Lgt Inf, Gn Jckets: 140/min)

Windham, William. 4 Plan of Discipline Composed for the Use of the Militia of the County of Norfolk. London: J.
Schuckburgh, 1759.

Great Britain. Army. Rules and Regulations for the Formations, Field-exercise, and Movements, of His Majesty's Forces. 2"
ed. London: War Office, 1794.

Great Britain. Ministry of Defence. Drill (all Arms). London: Her Majesty’ s Stationery Office, 1965.

FRANCE: pas ordinaire pas accélére pas de mancevre,
pas redoublé

1776 (Ordonnance) deux pieds, 76/minute | pas de route 90/minute 120/minute
1792 (Réglement) deux pieds, 76/minute | deux pieds, 100/minute
1808 (Ordonnance) 65 cm. (ou 2 pieds), 110/minute

76/minute.

France. Statutes. Ordonnance du roi, pour régler 1’ exercice de ses troupes d’ infanterie. Du premier juin 1776. Metz: Jean-
Baptiste Collignon, 1776, pp. 16, 19.

France. Guerre, Ministére de la. Réglement concernant 1” exercice et les manceuvres de 1’ infanterie. Du I Aoiit 1791. Paris:
Bureau du Journal Militaire, de 1’ imprimerie De Laillet, 1792. xii, 399p.

France. Guerre, Ministére de la. Ordonnance provisoire sur 1'exercice et les manoeuvres de la cavalerie, rédigée par ordre du
Ministre de la Guerre du 1°" vendémiaire an XIII. 2. ed. Paris: Magimel, 1808. 2 v.

PRUSSIA: Parade- or Geschwind Marsch Sturm Marsch
langsammer Marsch
1778 (Kalkbrenner) 75/minute
1812 (Exerzier-Reglement) 75/minute 24"-108/minute
1906 (Exerzier-Reglement) Exerziermarsch Sturmangriff 120/min
114/minute Laufschritt 170-80/min

Kalkbrenner, August. Die Koniglich Preussischen Armee-Mdrsche. Leipzig: Breitkopf & Hirtel, 1896. p. 15.

Prussia. Kriegsministerium. Exerzier-Reglement fiir die Artillerie der Koniglich-Preussischer Armee. Berlin: George Decker,
1812. 228 pp.

Prussia (Germany). Kriegsministerium. Exerzier-Reglement fiir die Infanterie. Vom 29.Mai 1906. Berlin: Ernst Siegfried
Mittler und Sohn, 1906, pp. 7,9, 22.



